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STAKEHOLDERS TO HAVE A SAY ON HARBOUR WATER QUALITY

The views of local experts and NGOs are to be sought on what sort of water
quality they think 1s needed for Victoria Harbour. This will be the first part
of a public process aimed at building awareness and a consensus on harbour
sewage treatment.

Although, since the end of last year, 70% of the sewage that used to go into the
harbour untreated 1s now being collected and treated to a high standard, the
central and western parts of the harbour still have poor water quality because
the remaining 30% of sewage 1s being dumped with little or no treatment. The
degree to which the water quality needs to be improved will depend on what the
harbour 1s used for - fishing or a once-a-year swimming event would require a
higher level of sewage treatment than using the harbour only for shipping. A
higher level of treatment 1s usually more expensive.

The exercise 1s planned to be launched in June and follows the findings of an
International Review Panel of experts, who recommended the government amend 1ts
original plan to discharge treated sewage from around the harbour into the South
China Sea. The panel also recommended a higher level of treatment for sewage.

The government 1s now studying the options for the Harbour Area Treatment Scheme
(HATS), but underscoring its efforts 1s the aim of keeping the public and
scientific community informed at each step. The original plans for cleaning up
the harbour, first proposed in 1989, have been repeatedly delayed due to lack of
consensus 1n the community.

"A key element of this exercise 1s to build consensus," Principal Environmental
Protection Officer, Dr Malcolm Broom, said.

"In the past, we have quietly got on with doing a lot of detailed planning work



and then come back to the community and found a lack of confidence in what we
propose. This time we want the process to be as transparent and open as
possible."

The awareness-raising exercise, which will last several months, targets both the
general public and the scientific community, which will be asked for views on
the preferred scientific goals for water quality in the harbour.

If consensus can be reached on the water quality goals, this will form the basis
for deciding on the acceptability of each of the options suggested by the
international experts. If there is no agreement, the most likely outcome is that
a list of choices - and their financial and other implications - will be put
forward for discussion by the community.

"The government will complete the first round of studies by the end of next
year, but 1t will take many more years to actually clean up the harbour under
standard government procurement procedures - probably until 2013 or 2015." Dr
Broom said.

"But one of our other studies is looking at ways of arranging the delivery of
the infrastructure in a more efficient way so we can save time," he added.

An encouraging sign of the benefits of sewage treatment has been the improvement
to water quality in the eastern part of the harbour since late last year, when
the first stage of the harbour clean-up plan was completed. All of the sewage in
Kowloon and the northeast of Hong Kong Island is being transported by deep
tunnel to Stonecutter's Island, where i1t 1s treated before being discharged into
the western anchorage area. Bacteria levels - an indicator of sewage pollution -
have dropped by 90 per cent 1in the eastern harbour. However, Dr Broom cautioned
there was still significant pollution in the central and western parts of the
harbour, and any increase in the population build-up of Hong Kong Island could
negate the gains at the eastern end, hence the pressing need to push ahead with
the improvement plans.

If you want to learn more about efforts to improve harbour water quality visit
http://info.gov.hk/ cleanharbour/.



